Fowey Rivers Association
Newsletter March 2011
Welcome to the second edition of the FRA news letter.
2010 has been an eventful year.
ª The sea trout have returned, with more than 10,000 running the counter. There have
also been over 2000 salmon/large sea trout through the counter. These are excellent
numbers of fish and are up on the ten year average. Long may it continue.
ª The hatchery is now under the day to day management of Richard Grieve. It has a
clearly identified budget and has, as I speak 50,000 Fowey ova, alevins and fry. The
day to day work is undertaken by a keen band of volunteers, without whom it
wouldn’t survive.
ª The Draynes team have again been giving up their Sunday mornings throughout the
summer to undertake extensive gravel management and river bed clearance. Numerous sea trout and salmon redds have been cut this winter, an indication that all their
hard work is paying dividends. My thanks go to all the volunteers in both the hatchery
and on the river.
ª Achievements in the year include a formal fry survey. When all the results of this are
published we will be able to properly plan and monitor fry release as well as get an
overall picture of the health of the river. This will be an ongoing project. Volunteers
are also going to be trained this year to undertake walkover surveys. We hope to get
the whole catchment and river surveyed by spring 2012. Volunteers are always needed to help so if you are interested please contact a member of the committee.
ª The web site is now up and running at www.riverfowey.org. We try and keep everything current so have a look and see what you think. Any comments or suggestions to
committee members, or post them on the site please.
ª We did manage to install a gauge at Wainsford but this was sadly swept away in the
flood. Another will be in place soon, hopefully before the start of the season.
ª We now have a canoe agreement with the local clubs limiting canoeing to below Halfway House between 16th December and 1st April if the river is over 2’ 6”. This will be
reviewed next winter. Thanks to the canoeists for their understanding.
ª Finally a plea to you all - please observe catch limits and practice catch and release
with care and consideration to the fish. I understand some tailers are still being used;
please don’t do this as it is illegal and unnecessary.
ª Please support your river. Annual donations of a minimum of £10 would be much appreciated, either sent directly to the treasurer, or using the attached standing order
form. Thanks to all of you who are already contributing. Have a great season.

Dr Bill Smith Chairman FRA

Spawning gravel works 2010
Last year saw one of the most successful years for gravel work since we began some
eight to ten years ago with several hundred metres of new riverbed being worked on.
This was due partly to the number of volunteers but also to the fact that the previous
years of hard work are starting to pay off and the constant pulling of mature weed
and the increased water flows have led to a much weakened re-growth of Hemlock.
This was helped no doubt by some very cold weather over the winter period.
Sea Trout were quick to take advantage of early spates and many large fish of 5lb and
over were seen by volunteers as far up in the sanctuary as Westerlake in early July,
followed later by one of the best runs of Sea Trout and Salmon that we have had for a
long time. This and the more plentiful availability of gravel resulted in spawning taking place over a much larger area than was previously possible and reduced over cutting.
This year Chris and I organised a river walk in November in addition to our annual get
together in January. All those who turned out were rewarded, not only by the spectacle of a huge number of fish, but in particular by the sight of a very large hen Sea
Trout digging a redd right beside the road and in the middle of the day. In attendance
were two smaller cock fish who constantly tried to chase each other off and did not
contribute to the excavation in any way. She continued with this display throughout
our visit and it was for many their first sight of a redd being constructed. Our January
visit was not so successful however, due mainly to the weather which was wet and
windy. Never the less many redds were identified before the elements forced us to
seek shelter in the London Inn.
Due to low river levels during December a large number of fish were seen to be cutting redds in the lower stretches of the main river and several pairs were observed
around Wainsford in particular. This highlighted the need for us to look at these areas
as well, but for that we will need more manpower
The work that we carry out each year is not only enjoyable and very rewarding, it is
vital to the future of our fishing. If you would like to help contact me at
ra.williams@sky.com Rob Williams; FRA River Co-ordinator
A normal Sunday morning

Sea trout in November 2010

Upstream salmon / large sea trout counts
400

Upstream sea trout counts
4500

2010
10-year av.

350

2010

4000

2009

10-year av.
2009

3500

300

3000

250

2500

200
2000

150
1500

100

1000

50

500

0

0

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

Cumulative salmon / large sea trout counts

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Cumulative sea trout counts

2500

12000

Cum.10 yr av.

Cum.10 yr av.

2010

2010

10000

2000

8000
1500

6000
1000

4000
500

2000
0

0
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

ROGERS TACKLE SHOP BODMIN
0120878006 Open 10-5 Closed Wed & 2 pm Sat

Quality tackle at cheaper than internet prices. VAT increase
held.
THERE WILL BE NO REASON TO TALK ABOUT THE FISH THAT
GOT AWAY IF YOU PURCHASE YOUR TACKLE FROM ME
Rod repairs Reel service & Honest Advice.
21 years trading from this address.
website fishingtackleshopcornwall.co.uk

Fowey Rivers Association
Chairman: Dr Bill Smith
Treasurer: Roger Brake
Secretary: Jon Evans
Polgeel, Polbrock, Washaway, Bodmin PL30 3AN
01208 812447 / 07732 921015
jonrevans@aol.com
Website www.riverfowey.org
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BANKER’S ORDER FORM
To the Manager
……………………………………………..Bank
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..

Account Name………………………………………………
Account No………………………………………………….
Sort Code……………………………………………………
Please pay on the ........................(day) of.......................(month)...........................(year)
and each month/year, thereafter, the sum of £………………………, until
further notice.
To:
At:

Fowey Rivers Association
Barclays Bank plc
Molesworth Street
Wadebridge
PL27 7XX

Account No: 40784370
Sort Code:
20-50-40
This cancels any previous standing order paid under the same reference.

SIGNED………………………………………………….
DATE………………………………………
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO:

The Treasurer, Fowey Rivers Association,
Marks Cottage, Little Trevelion, Bugle, St Austell PL26 8RT

Why do some British trout decide to leave fresh water to
head for the sea?
It’s a question that has puzzled naturalists through the ages. Why does a perfectly ordinary trout decide to leave its relatively safe river environment and venture
out; into a sea that is heaving with predators just waiting to eat it? Of course, the
sea trout is itself one of those predators, and is looking to make an easy meal of
the numerous small fish and crustaceans that reside there – but there is more to
the question than there first appears…
In fact, is it the right question at all?
It’s a question that has puzzled naturalists through the ages. Why does a perfectly ordinary trout decide to leave its relatively safe river environment and venture
out; into a sea that is heaving with predators just waiting to eat it? Of course, the
sea trout is itself one of those predators, and is looking to make an easy meal of
the numerous small fish and crustaceans that reside there – but there is more to
the question than there first appears…
In fact, is it the right question at all?
If we turn back the clock of geological time to 20,000 years ago, we are in the
last ice age. The British Isles are covered with ice and there are no trout of any
kind living here. Then the climate warms, the ice retreats, and suitable trout habitat becomes available. What fish come to colonise these new habitats? That
would be the sea trout, wandering from their refuges in continental Europe. In
fact it appears there were at least six lineages and from these ancestors come
our modern trout British populations.
So if all our trout are descendents of sea trout, and migration to sea is the ancestral state of all British trout – the question is – what makes our brown trout decide to abandon the habits of their ancestors and stay at home?
It’s the sea trout that are the ‘normal’ ones…
Bruce Stockley WRT
Originally published in http://wrt.org.uk/wordpress

Upstream Thinking
Climate change and pressures for intensive agriculture are affecting the quality and
quantity of raw water from moorland and farmland in the South West. South West
Water promoted two series of actions from 2006 to 2009 to develop responses to this,
based on moorland restoration on Exmoor and reducing soil loss and pollution from
farms above Upper Tamar Lake. By helping farmers to keep soil and manures on their
land, South West Water is forecasting a medium to long term improvement of water
stored in reservoirs or taken from rivers for treatment. Within six months of the farm
changes being completed, water quality below the farms was of better quality than the
water above. Farm productivity and incomes have been raised - both are essential for
food production and ensuring a viable future for farming.
The initial project with the farms on the Tamar has been developed into a wider programme called ‘Upstream Thinking’. Between 2010 and 2015 South West Water will
be supporting catchment improvements in West Penwith, the Fowey, the Tamar, mid
Devon, the Otter Valley and with moorland restoration techniques on Exmoor and
Dartmoor. There will also be 15 two-year catchment investigations to identify possible
further projects to be undertaken from 2015 where water is used for drinking water
supplies.
South West Water owns very limited land above its reservoirs, so this work is carried
out on third party property by negotiation with owners and tenants. Clean raw surface
water costs 20% less to treat than water with heavy sediment loads and if deteriorating water quality can be stopped it will delay or avoid costly longer-term water treatment upgrading. When assessed over 30 years in line with Ofwat’s instructions for
PR09, the programme offers a benefit to cost ratio of 65:1 or better. Our customers
are offered the prospect of lower bill increases and ‘soft engineering’ for flood protection, which complements essential conventional defences for urban areas and our water treatment works adjacent to rivers.
Our delivery partners in Cornwall, Devon and on Exmoor are Westcountry Rivers Trust,
Devon Wildlife Trust, Cornwall Wildlife Trust and FWAG with the ability to work collaboratively with land owners and managers to design local improvements. Westcountry
Rivers Trust will lead the work on the Fowey, building on past experience there from
other environmental programmes.
The work in the Fowey catchment is designed to improve water quality and quantity
taken for treatment at the Restormel water treatment works near Fowey. By making
the river cleaner and less affected by droughts and flood events, we expect to see important gains for fisheries and biodiversity.
Increasing food security while protecting rivers and dealing with climate change
threats are achievable, through the actions South West Water has designed and are
delivering with our partners through Upstream Thinking.
Martin Ross, Environment Manager, South West Water

Wainsford Hatchery
It is with much regret and sadness that having taken advice Irene Eliot
has informed us that the hatchery will close after this year’s programme has been completed at the end of August this year, and Wainsford will return to its place as a family home.
Obviously it is disappointing to those of us who have been working at
the hatchery and of course all those anglers who have benefited from
the hard work done by Paul and family ever since he first set the hatchery up eleven years ago. There is little doubt that the runs of salmon in
our Cornish rivers are so much better since the hatchery programme
has been running.
We are looking for an alternative site to re-house all of the
tanks/equipment from Wainsford and have a number of options. This
will take a little time and a lot of planning and hard work. However, we
are confident that we will get something sorted out, and with a bit of
luck and a following wind, we will be up and running before too long.

2010 fish update (taken from the hatchery blog)
A short update to say what is currently going on at Wainsford Hatchery.
As we move the last Fowey eggs up to their incubators to hatch - the
first batches we moved in January are starting to swim-up as pin-fry
and out into the tanks. This is very early compared to i) previous years,
but also ii) the rest of the offspring in the Hatchery. The difference in
their ages will become less apparent as we start moving, splitting and
grading fish in a few months time.
The Camel eggs are slightly behind - but already we have 25,000 hatching in the Hatchery and another 25,000 out at one of the satellite sites
beside the river some of which have started to swim up. A large
number of Camel eggs are due to hatch at about the same time in the
next 2 weeks and we have incubators and satellites up-and-running
and ready for them.
Still no news on a new home for the Fowey & Camel hatcheries - but
rest assured we will update you as soon as we have news. There is just
a possibility that we may be able to re-open the old hatchery at Colliford.
Richard Grieve, Hatchery Manager

