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You will know that the Wainsford hatchery has had to close. Before then, more than 38,000
fry were released in the St Neot, the Warleggan and, for the first time, the Cardinham.
All our equipment is in store on the Boconnoc Estate, thanks to our President, Anthony
Fortescue. Meanwhile, the EA is funding a feasibility study into management of the St Neot,
with options for maintaining the salmon stock including possible sites for a replacement
hatchery. Before we can open another hatchery we have to go through a lot of hoops, including EA approval, abstraction and discharge licences and securing recurring funding to
run the project. However, we are determined to find a sustainable and affordable solution,
and we hope to have more news in the near future.
After the record salmon and sea trout runs in 2010, there has been a significant reduction
in the size of the runs this year. The final figures will tell us if the runs are below the 10 year
average. The drought conditions haven’t helped, and we must hope for a strong late run of
fish with the recent rains.
WRT have finished a second fry survey, which will be invaluable for future stocking policy
and river management. A large part of their walkover survey is finished, and they should
complete next year. Thanks to all who have helped out.
Thanks to everyone for all your support, lobbying and letter-writing about the planning application from Ocean Fish for a trout farm trial on Hawkstor Lake. I am pleased to say that
the application has been withdrawn. I hope that any future application will be subjected to
a full environmental impact assessment and early public consultation. Special thanks to Tyson Jackson, our Water Resources Officer, who has worked tirelessly on this project. The successful outcome is largely due to him.
Thanks also to the Draynes team for all the hard work they have again put in during the
summer. A recent walkabout reported several large sea trout redds as far as Ninestones.
The website will keep you in touch with up to date information. Thanks to Eoin for his continuing help with it. Thanks to all of you who contribute financial support to your river. If
you would like to donate, please use the attached standing order form or send it to the
Treasurer.

Dr Bill Smith Chairman FRA

Colliford and salmon
When Colliford was built it was predicted that sea trout would be affected as they had always spawned upstream of the dam site. Salmon rarely did so no remedial measures were put in place – sea trout stocks
were protected, initially by the hatchery at Colliford, and then by buying out estuary nets which tend to take the larger early fish, most of
which are hens. This is funded by South West Water.
It has become apparent that the changed flows (low winter flows, and
high summer flows to allow abstraction at Restormel) have resulted in
the St Neot being almost devoid of salmon – there is insufficient water
to allow fish to migrate up or enable successful spawning. This has now
been formally confirmed in a report by Dr David Solomon, a respected
fish biologist who knows the Fowey well. In 2010 SWW increased their
annual contribution to help fund our work on the river from £5,000 pa
to £12,500 pa in recognition of this.
FRA, SWW and the Environment Agency have agreed to commission a
consultant to advise on the best remedial measures to restore the St
Neot salmon stock to its pre-Colliford level, including the possible use
of hatchery-reared fish and use of the ‘fisheries bank’ – an allocation of
water stored in the reservoir specifically for fisheries purposes. The
Agency is going to pay for this with the report due by 31 March.
This is an excellent example of the sort of partnership working envisaged by the Fisheries Minister Richard Benyon.
The Quiz, not open to Committee Members – who was the Fisheries
Biologist who failed to predict the impact of Colliford on salmon? Reply to Jon Evans (email: jonrevans@aol.com ). The correct answers
will be put in a hat and the winner will be drawn at the FRA AGM.
The prize will be a day’s fishing on the Glynn syndicate water
Roger Furniss

FRA FINANCES
Money, where does it come from and where does it go? A good question and in the case of
the FRA a fairly straightforward answer but………
If we look back to the last complete financial year ending in April 2011 we can see that the
FRA spent a total of £ 21408 and received an income of £25500. On the face of it a healthy
turnover, but life is never that simple.
The majority of our income comes in the form of grants from the South West Water mitigation fund set up as a result of building Colliford Reservoir. This money is paid in arrears and
has to be reclaimed by the FRA against expenditure which it has already been incurred. In other words the FRA has to spend the money first and then reclaim it back. This is fine in principle but it does have some problems.
First of all the FRA has to have money in the bank so that it can fund expenditure. Last year
the Hatchery alone cost nearly £16000, and £5000 was spent on the Fry Index Survey carried
out on our behalf by the West Country River Trust. This money has to be paid up front.
The second problem is that the money we reclaim does not always come straight back. There
can be a time lag which runs back two or three years, sometimes longer, before the money
comes back into our account.
We also receive contributions from other organisations such as the Camel Fisheries Association towards the cost of running the hatchery and last year that amounted to £3500, but that
was in respect of the previous financial year 2009/10. This is where the FRA reserve becomes
essential as we do not have a borrowing facility.
One further concern is that some of the expenditure incurred each year is not recoverable.
This includes such things as membership of the South West Rivers Association which brings us
many direct benefits including the support of other river associations in the South West and
access into national discussions affecting the river. We also belong to Fish Legal and have to
cover insurances and operating expenses. The help we receive from our associated fishing
clubs, and individual members is crucial in helping the organisation to exist and carry out its
work to benefit the river.
The annual payments received from clubs, syndicates and individuals last year amounted to
just under £2000. We are very grateful to everybody who helps us. Without this support we
would struggle to keep the organisation running so Thank You all who make a direct contribution through a Standing Order or by an annual donation.
Standing Orders are simple to set up and if you are willing to contribute in this way please
send your completed form (over the page) to me. I am also happy to accept cash or cheques
made payable to the FRA. There is no fixed amount but whatever you feel you can give is appreciated.
Roger Brake
Treasurer

BANKER’S ORDER FORM
To the Manager
……………………………………………..Bank
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..

Account Name………………………………………………
Account No………………………………………………….
Sort Code……………………………………………………
Please pay on the ........................(day) of.......................(month)...........................(year)
and each month/year, thereafter, the sum of £………………………, until
further notice.
To:
At:

Fowey Rivers Association
Barclays Bank plc
Saltash Branch

Account No: 40784370
Sort Code:
20-50-40
This cancels any previous standing order paid under the same reference.

SIGNED………………………………………………….
DATE………………………………………
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO:

Roger Brake, Treasurer, Fowey Rivers Association,
Marks Cottage, Little Trevelion, Bugle, St Austell PL26 8RT

Traversing the Fowey in the name of Fisheries
The Westcountry Rivers Trust and The Fowey River Association (FRA) have been busy
undertaking fisheries walkover surveys in the Fowey this summer and autumn to
improve our understanding of the available and potential fisheries habitats in the
catchment.
The surveys are used to identify key habitats for the different life stages of salmonids.
An ideal stretch of river for salmon spawning and juvenile survival will have a combination of clean suitably sized spawning gravels and shallow fast flowing riffle sections
for fry (0+). The location of fry habitat is also of particular importance when selecting
sites for the stocking out of salmon fry from hatcheries to ensure a healthy survival
rate. The identification of these areas and key issues such as silt, invasive weeds,
obstructions and lack of suitable substrate allows us to target improvement works.
Suitable habitat for parr (1+ fish) is also identified and is similar to fry habitat but
deeper and much more prolific across the catchment. The distribution of invasive
weeds such as the ubiquitous Himalayan balsam and Japanese Knotweed are also
recorded for reference and future removal. It has been a delight to undertake these
surveys and has allowed me to discover new parts of the river. The walkovers
however have required some serious navigation and climbing skills. Around half of
the Fowey has now been surveyed and it is hoped that this can be finished and
completed by the end of 2012
Other work on the Fowey
The semi-quantitative fry index electro-fishing survey has been undertaken again in
2011 which has given us an invaluable insight into the success and distribution of
salmon spawning in 2010. We can begin to assess with some confidence from this
how tributaries and sub-catchments compare and how far up the river salmon spawn
successfully. This is again very useful when stocking out salmon fry as it is important
that released fish are not competing for habitat with existing fry. The Cardinham
water and Warleggan have performed well with the St Neot lagging behind as
predicted. No salmon fry were found above Harrowbridge on the main Fowey in
2011 suggesting their numbers drop off quickly this far up the catchment, potentially
due to the difficulty in negotiating Golitha Falls.
Giles Rickard
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5 year mean figures have been calculated from the data in the 2010 counter report. The
declared catch shows a continuing decline decade on decade since the seventies. However,
since the counter was installed the 5 year average seems to have stabilised. The 2 largest
yearly measured runs have occurred since the hatchery was operating and the nets bought
out, although habitat improvement could also have had a significant effect.
The declared rod catch of the seventies is twice as high as the last decade. Assuming all
fish were killed and 20% of the run was caught, then the run size would have been over
1500 fish. We should aim for 5 year averages of 1400-1600, although with current catch
and release rates of around 73% the current run is almost enough to sustain a reasonable
stock of spawning fish.

Fowey Rivers Association
Chairman: Dr Bill Smith
Treasurer: Roger Brake
Secretary: Jon Evans
Polgeel, Polbrock, Washaway, Bodmin PL30 3AN
01208 812447 / 07732 921015
jonrevans@aol.com
Website www.riverfowey.org
Webcam: www.wainsford.com/fowey/live.php

Hawkstor Lake
I am pleased to be able to report that Ocean Fish have now formally withdrawn their
application from the EA. At the moment the status of their planning application with
Cornwall Council is unclear, but I am pressing the Council to withdraw their original
approval. Thank you to everyone who has helped to halt this application. But we
must continue to be vigilant, and your help may be needed again in future.
Here is some of the background to the current position:
n
In February 2009 we told Ocean Fish why we thought their proposal was a
non-runner. But they went ahead with buying the lake and then set about
trying to get approval for their project.
n
The EA is the final deciding authority for issues relating to water quality and
fish. But Cornwall Council, as planning authority, has to approve the actual
infrastructure at the site, and also decide whether an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) is required. EIAs are generally essential when dealing with
developments in sensitive areas, especially on or close to SSSIs/SACs.
n
Hawkstor is adjacent to a SSSI, and is at the top of the finest and healthiest
tributary of the Fowey. Buildings would be needed for the trout farm, and a
sewage treatment plant.
n
In this case, planning approval was granted without an EIA.
n
Earlier this year Ocean Fish then submitted a formal application for EA approval, and this was advertised in the local press.
n
We lodged objections together with local riparian owners and parish and
county councillors on a variety of grounds including water quality, migratory
fish passage, disease risk, pollution risk etc etc.
n
At the same time EA summarised the questions that had never been adequately answered by Ocean Fish, and still remain unanswered.
n
Eoin provided invaluable help in mustering support through the Internet.
n
Ocean Fish have now formally withdrawn their application from the EA. We
are still pressing the County Council to clarify the present status of the planning application.
Thanks to everyone who has helped to halt this application, but we must assume that
the applicants may well be regrouping for a further assault, and your help will again
be needed.
Tyson Jackson

Hatchery update
Following another successful year at the Wainsford Hatchery the team
have safely packed all the equipment in storage and we are having a
year off while negotiations and studies are ongoing to find a new location for a Hatchery for the Fowey.
We had an amazing response from anglers at the tail-end of the 2010
season - when the run of salmon finally came with the rain during October & November - the fish seemed to be colouring up in the estuary
waiting for sufficient flow - so when it came we were inundated with
broodstock. A huge thank you if you did donate a fish during that period. We ended the season with 17 hens and 14 cock fish.
Looking after all these fish (not to mention all the Camel fish we were
also rearing) takes a lot of time and attention - and many thanks to the
team of volunteers and the FRA for their continued support. We
stocked out 38,000 fingerlings to all the tributaries and the main river in conjunction with the West Country Rivers Trust fry survey data - so
we were stocking areas that were suitable in habitat but also not already populated naturally.
Please keep the Hatchery in mind and keep up with our progress rebuilding during 2012 - information can be found at
http://www.riverfowey.org/hatcheryblog.html
Thanks, regards Richard Grieve and the team
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