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2012 has been a funny season. It started well with some good sea trout being
caught up and down the river. The odd early salmon was also caught. However sea
trout fishing in the mid and lower river was generally poor throughout the summer
with the river never settling. October bought a run of salmon and several good
MSW fish were caught. Like many other rivers, however, grilse numbers were
poor. As I write in early December fish are again being caught so let’s hope for a
good end to the season. The salmon run is slightly down so far this year, as is the
sea trout. However sea trout numbers remain good at above the 10 year average,
with an increasing trend. The trend for salmon through the counter is flat over the
last 17 years.
During the year the FRA has become a limited company. Reasons for this are outlined elsewhere in the newsletter and in the Treasurers report. Needless to say the
members will still guide and dictate policy and direction through the committee.
Little work was done in the Draynes valley this year due to the high water. Thanks
to Robbie and the team for turning out when they could. The fry surveys continue
and we will soon have 3 years of data. This will, together with the walkovers, enable proper planning of habitat restoration and maximise spawning capacity within
the river system. The St Neot remains a problem and the report, commissioned by
the EA, from APEM is currently under discussion between SWW, the EA, the
FRA and WRT. We hope to achieve additional funds, together with changes in the
water release policy to maximise the capacity of the river to pre impoundment levels. We are hopeful of an agreement in the next year.
Have a look at the web site on www.riverfowey.com. This is currently being revamped by Eoin and contains lots of river information and links to the Webcam,
river height, tide times etc. Please use it and join in the discussion board. We
would like to know about fish caught and any other issues that you think are important.
We are currently renegotiating the sanctuary agreements for the next 5 years and
hope to add more in due course. Thanks to Godfrey for this. Finally thanks to all
who have contributed to this newsletter, and a special thanks to Jon Evans for all
his work in compiling it. I hope you find it interesting and informative. Feed back
on the website!
Dr Bill Smith Chairman FRA

Incorporation of the FRA.
At the time of the Colliford public enquiry in 1976, the Fowey Riparian Owners Association was able to represent the interests of the riparian owners and fishermen. Subsequently, the FROA morphed into the FRA and this enabled the clubs on the river to
feel involved and that their interests were being looked after.
The FRA has developed a number of significant activities which range from ensuring
that there are compensation payments from SWW, sanctuary agreements with the
farmers on the Upper Draynes, clearing, cleaning and improving the spawning on the
Upper Draynes, the hatchery at Wainsford was built and managed initially by Paul
Eliot and later by volunteers. Survey programmes have been arranged with the Westcountry Rivers Trust; we are also active participants in the South West Rivers Association and other organisations such as the Environment Agency.
All this great work has been done as an unincorporated organisation with no legal status. Our contracts and agreements, although they look okay, have no status and if
there had been any kind of challenge, we would not have had a legal leg to stand on.
In addition, the FRA officers took advice and found that if there had been any major
problem, they themselves would have faced unlimited liability.
In 2011, we got together, and with the help of Alan Hawken and Roger Furniss, we
got ourselves organised. In June 2012 the FRA Limited was finally registered with
Companies House. We have four Board members, Bill Smith (Chairman), Roger Brake,
Rob Williams and myself (Secretary).
The Objects for which our Company is established are: 1. To conserve, protect, rehabilitate and improve the main-river, tributaries and
streams,
2. To manage its property, assets and contracts for the sole benefit of the Association
3. To advance the education and assistance of the public, and other bodies in: (a)
The understanding of rivers, river corridors and river catchments,
including their fauna, flora, biodiversity, economic or social activity,
and river catchment management.
(b)
The need for, and benefits of, conservation, protection, rehabilitation and improvement of aquatic environments.
All the formal business of the FRA will now be undertaken by the Company but the
Association will still be the main mechanism for gaining consensus from all the constituencies in the catchment.
Jon Evans
Company Secretary

FRA FINANCES
The closure of the hatchery has caused a significant change in the expenditure pattern of
the Association. During 2011/12 money was spent in dismantling and removing the FRA
hatchery equipment from Wainsford and investigating a site for a new Hatchery. This
has been put on hold pending the outcome of the APEM report on the St Neot.
Richard Grieve’s was contract has now ended by mutual agreement but he has carried
out much of the recording and logging of the Walkover survey in conjunction with the
West Country Rivers Trust.
Since then the Association has focused resources on continuing the Fry Index survey for
a further year in order to build up a sustainable data base to assess the health of the
salmon stock and the productivity of the river. In 2011/12 the Association had a total expenditure of just over £23000 of which some £16000 was spent on the hatchery.
In the current year even with no expenditure on the hatchery the total projected expenditure is around £16000. The two principle items are the continuing Fry Index survey
and the five yearly renewal of the sanctuary agreements for the upper Draynes. Income
in the current year is projected to be £18000 which includes a payment of £3500 from
the Camel Fisheries Association towards past costs of running of the hatchery and mitigation payments from SWW for £12500. Income from Clubs, syndicates and individual
members is projected at £2000 which is about the same as previous years.
The formation of the FRA Company this past summer will be incur some additional costs
but these are out weighed by the additional security this route provides and which will
enable the Association to make secure longer term commitments for future activities
and funding including grants.
.We are very grateful to everybody who helps us financially as some of the overheads we
have to incur for running the organisation cannot be recovered through grants and have
to be met by ourselves. This financial contribution through membership, does demonstrate to outside bodies that the association works with the support of those who love
and use the river. Without this support we would struggle to keep the organisation running so Thank You all who make a direct contribution either through a Standing Order or
by an annual donation. Thanks also to the many anglers who make a separate donation
through their clubs to help our work.
Standing Orders are simple to set up and if you are willing to contribute in this way
please send your completed form (on the back of this newsletter) to me. I am also happy
to accept cash or cheques made payable to the FRA Limited. There is no fixed amount
but whatever you feel you can give is appreciated.
Roger Brake, Treasurer

BANKER’S ORDER FORM
To the Manager
……………………………………………..Bank
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..

Account Name………………………………………………
Account No………………………………………………….
Sort Code……………………………………………………
Please pay on the ........................(day) of.......................(month)...........................(year)
and each month/year, thereafter, the sum of £………………………, until
further notice.
To:
At:

Fowey Rivers Association Limited
Barclays Bank plc
Saltash Branch

Account No: 93991415.
Sort Code:
20-74-20
This cancels any previous standing order paid under the same reference.

SIGNED………………………………………………….
DATE………………………………………
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO:

Roger Brake, Treasurer, Fowey Rivers Association Limited,
Marks Cottage, Little Trevelion, Bugle, St Austell PL26 8RT

Fowey Canoe agreement
There have recently been instances of canoeists on the river even though it is not
permitted in the local agreement. Some anglers have asked for advice about their rights
and responsibilities. Many canoeists seem to be unaware that there is no general legal
right to canoe in rivers in England and Wales. Only in specific rivers such as the Wye or
where there are agreements between landowners/riparians and canoeists is canoeing
permitted. Anyone canoeing outside agreed dates and times without permission is guilty
of trespass. Canoeing in tidal water is permitted at any time.
As with general trespass, anglers are not allowed to take the law into their own hands.
They should attempt to reason with canoeists. Many canoeists are unaware of the law
and simply need to be asked to leave if they are canoeing outside an agreement. Explanations such as interfering with spawning areas or other environmental disturbance should
be given.
We have a local agreement for the Fowey and if you would like a copy of the full
agreement, please get in touch with the FRA Secretary on jonrevans@aol.com. In summary:
• Canoeing is permitted on the River Fowey downstream from Halfway House between
16th
December and 31st March inclusive.
• Canoeing is not allowed when the river is below 2’ 6” as shown on the Newbridge
gauge – this is to avoid disturbance to spawning salmon
• Canoeing is not permitted between 1st April and 15th December inclusive, nor is it permitted upstream of Halfway House or in any tributaries at any time.
River levels can be seen by logging on to the webcam at
www.wainsford.com/fowey/live.php.
The only access points and picnic areas are as follows:
• Halfway House
• Newbridge – left bank looking downstream only
• Respryn Bridge
• Lostwithiel Park (tidal)

FRA recommended catch limits
Salmon
1/day; 2/week; 5/season
Sea Trout 4/day;
all sea trout to be returned from 1st September
Salmon season: 1st April to 15th December - all salmon to be returned before 16th June
Sea trout season: 1st April to 31st August.

Fish counter data with trends
Vertical axis shows number of fish in each calendar year
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South West Rivers Association
FRA is an active member of South West Rivers Association which acts for
all rivers on such matters as Hydropower, Canoeing, Catchment Restoration, Hatcheries, Netting Control, Predation, Byelaw Reviews, and influencing national and regional policy. SWRA is even more important now that
statutory fisheries advisory committees have been abolished. For a longer
update on SWRA's work contact the Secretary, Roger Furniss who also happens to be a FRA Committee member on swra@furniss2733.fsnet.co,uk
Fowey Rivers Association officers
Chairman: Dr Bill Smith
Treasurer: Roger Brake
Secretary: Jon Evans
Polgeel, Polbrock, Washaway, Bodmin PL30 3AN
01208 812447 / 07732 921015
jonrevans@aol.com
Website www.riverfowey.org
Webcam: www.wainsford.com/fowey/live.php

The Westcountry Angling Passport: what, how and why!
The Angling Passport scheme, originally Angling 2000, was conceived by the Trust
over 10 years ago when it was realised that there was a great deal of potential
river fishing not being used. The original concepts were – to provide anglers with
a wide choice of well-priced wild fishing and to provide riparian owners with an
income / incentive to value and protect these rivers. These concepts still bear
true, however, as a whole, it contributes much more.
Angling Participation is important today if it is to thrive in the future. To this end
angling needs to be available as inclusively as possible. Availability has to be regulated and managed of course but, in general terms, fishing needs to be readily
available.
Riparian Owner Engagement is key if we are to make owners aware and provide
them with incentives to improve the condition of our rivers.
Raising Awareness of the problems our watercourses face to the public and our
decision makers is aequally important if we are to improve them in the long-term.
Benefits to businesses, such as accommodation providers and associated industries are considerable considering that over 2000 rod days were participated
through the Passport last season.
Health Benefits provided by angling, both physical and mental, are also now being acknowledged by recent research.
There are now seven Passport schemes nationally; should you wish to consider
supporting these please let us know. Further information on the Passport can be
found at www.westcountryangling.com, or by phoning WRT on 01579 372140.
D. Chapman, 29.11.2012
Angling Development Officer
Westcountry Rivers Trust

Park and Stannon pits
SWW bought Park and Stannon pits to enhance their water storage and supply capacity. Interestingly, it became clear very early on that the water is of such high purity that the Restormel
plant was unable to work with it until it had been adulterated. SWW also undertook to improve the environmental aspects of the sites. They set up a management group involving many
interested parties including the EA, Cornwall Wildlife Trust, the previous owners Imerys, and
other people including the fisheries interests through the FRA and the CFA.
This group met initially in November 2011 and received two consultants' reports, one for Park
and one for Stannon. They both showed the potential for action and delivery of ecosystem
services in four key areas:
Supporting service – such as soil and water function and promoting biodiversity
Provisioning service – such as supply of drinking water or crops
Regulating service – water cycle management
Cultural service – access and amenity
A second meeting was held on 4th December 2012 and the group developed the plans for action in the access and amenity areas. This included plans about public access and information
and the need to ensure health and safety on what are fairly high risk sites with very deep water
and steep banks. We also considered plans for restoring wetlands, repairing ditches, tree planting and soil stabilisation, control of invasive species, managing illegal grazing, and developing
the environment for invertebrates and butterflies. We also considered the possibilities for further improving spawning and juvenile habitats for salmonids. Above all, it was agreed that it
was essential not to allow the site to degenerate into scrubland by neglect.
More later when real changes have been made.

View to the north over Whitebarrow Downs
and Lords Park farm.

Semi improved grassland

The flooded pit and landscaped tips at Park

The Trenant Stream runs between the pit and
the perimeter road

