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After one of the coldest springs on record, fishing didn’t seriously get under way until June. After that conditions were perfect but very few fish were being caught. If it
hadn’t been for the counter we might have thought there were none about. However the counter told a different story. Good numbers of large fish entered the system
in May and there was an excellent run of Peal in July. Figures for the year so far are
up on the 10 year average for Salmon/large sea trout and well up for sea trout. Sea
trout are cutting redds as I write but we are yet to hear of many salmon being seen
or caught. We are now in the 3rd year of fry surveys. These are now confirming
what we suspected, namely that there are no fry in the St Neot above Pengelly
bridge , although the habitat is excellent, few salmon spawn above Golitha and the
Cardinham is a very important tributary for salmon. It has also shown that no fish
get above Ladyvale bridge and we are currently working with the Forestry Commission, WRT and the EA on a plan to replace the bridge.
WRT have now completed walkover surveys of the Draynes valley and on much of
the main river. As a result of these and the fry survey, we are looking for quick wins
in areas suggested for habitat improvement. We have commissioned coppicing
along the Liskeard water above Halfway House to improve light and fry habitat.
Sanctuary agreements have been renegotiated and agreed for the next five years
and there is an ongoing river improvement plan agreed and supported by the EA.
More about that can be found in this newsletter. We are running the hatchery this
year in Boscastle at Trafalgar fish farm, courtesy of Justin Ruscombe King to try and
meet the EA’s agreed policy of restoring the St Neot to its former glory. This is part
of a long term plan, agreed with and supported by the EA and SWW to obtain guaranteed funding for a hatchery supporting the St Neot. Thanks to all of you who
have being out fishing for hatchery fish. SWW have also agreed to change the water
release policy from Colliford, enabling us to save water in the water bank to induce
one or two artificial winter spates in the St Neot to encourage fish further up the
river to spawn.
Can I please remind you all to stick to the recommended catch limits and please
handle all fish with care when returning them. Finally I would like to thank everyone who gives their time supporting the FRA. Without our volunteers we would
achieve little. Thanks as always to all the contributors to this newsletter and especially to Jon Evans whose efforts make this happen.

Dr Bill Smith, Chairman FRA

Fisheries surveys on the Fowey catchment: The importance of small streams
The Westcountry Rivers Trust on behalf of the Fowey Rivers Association, have
been able to undertake semi-quantitative electrofishing on the Fowey catchment, once again in 2013. Around 40 sites were surveyed across the catchment to assess the number and distribution of salmon and trout fry.
As the survey has been repeated over a few years now this has allowed us to
compare results between years, and note general trends in distribution across
the catchment.
The surveys have also highlighted in particular the importance of small streams
and tributaries in the Fowey catchment, especially for brown trout/sea trout
recruitment. There are numerous small streams that feed into the Fowey
especially in the lower half of the river. Some of these tributaries may only be
a couple of feet wide and could easily be passed off as insignificant. However
surveying these sites has demonstrated that they are crucial areas for
brown/sea trout spawning and are significant in the total number of trout fry
produced by the river each year.
For example in 2012 of the six small streams surveyed five were classed as B
(good) and in 2013 several of these streams were classed as A (excellent).
Understanding the important role and performance of these small tributaries
helps us to target habitat works such as coppicing, de-culverting, fencing and
barrier removal and means that relatively small investments and improvements can have significant benefits to salmonid numbers.

This small tributary on the Fowey
produced over 25 trout fry (A class)
over a 40m stretch

Giles Rickard, Westcountry Rivers Trust

FRA FINANCES in 2013
We started this financial year started with just over fifteen thousand pounds. The
position was improved with reimbursements from the funds reserved by SWW for
Colliford mitigation. These included the rents for the sanctuary areas of just over
five thousand pounds and six thousand six hundred pounds covering the fry survey and contractors payments.
Westcountry Rivers Trust was able to assist with the Fry survey in 2012/13 at a reduced cost to the FRA. This meant a 50% saving for which we are exceedingly
grateful to the WRT.
This year the restocking programme has been restarted thanks to the generous
action of Justin Ruscombe King, who has kindly provided full fish holding, stripping and rearing facilities at the Trafalgar Hatchery. We are responsible for the labour and chemicals costs and expenditure is budgeted at six thousand five
hundred pound in the current year.
The majority of our income comes in the form of grants from the South West Water
mitigation fund set up as a result of building Colliford Reservoir. This money is paid in
arrears and has to be reclaimed by the FRA against expenditure which has already
been incurred. In other words the FRA has to spend the money first and then claim it
back. This means that we have to keep sufficient funds in the bank to cope with this
delay.
A further concern is that some of the expenditure incurred each year is not recoverable. This includes such things as membership of the South West River Association
which brings us many direct benefits including the support of other river associations
in the South West and access into national discussions affecting the river. We also
subscribe to Fish Legal and have to cover insurances and operating expenses. The
help we receive from our associated fishing clubs, and individual members is crucial
in helping the organisation to exist and carry out its work to benefit the river.
We are still very reliant on membership contributions both from individuals, clubs
and associations which fund the running costs of the FRA. The help and generosity
of many individuals making a direct membership payment is greatly appreciated
as are the generous donations made by clubs and associations. I would like ask all
anglers to commit to a small annual payment of just a few pounds to support the
Association in all the important work it does on the river. A standing order form is
included in the back of the newsletter.

Roger Brake, Treasurer

BANKER’S ORDER FORM
To the Manager
……………………………………………..Bank
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..
……………………………………………..

Account Name………………………………………………
Account No………………………………………………….
Sort Code……………………………………………………
Please pay on the ........................(day) of.......................(month)...........................(year)
and each month/year, thereafter, the sum of £………………………, until
further notice.
To:
At:

Fowey Rivers Association Limited
Barclays Bank plc
Saltash Branch

Account No: 93991415.
Sort Code:
20-74-20
This cancels any previous standing order paid under the same reference.

SIGNED………………………………………………….
DATE………………………………………
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO:

Roger Brake, Treasurer, Fowey Rivers Association Limited,
Marks Cottage, Little Trevelion, Bugle, St Austell PL26 8RT

RIVER FOWEY WORK PROGRAMME OVERVIEW 2013
The FRA has an agreed work programme. Some of this is outsourced and some is
being done by our own volunteers. The details are shown below
1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)
7)
8)

9)

10)

11)

Walkover surveys. These are being undertaken by Westcountry Rivers
Trust. The main reports are being summarised for us by the end of 2013.
The maps are being put together to show the fine detail of the walkovers.
A piece by Giles Rickard is included in this newsletter.
The LDAC has undertaken a coppicing programme for two miles upstream
of Halfway House to reduce overshading. This work will continue until the
end of March when the Wildlife and Countryside Act regulations about
nesting birds come into force. This work is part funded by FRA and part by
LDAC.
Trash dam clearance in the Clinnick Stream. This work has been undertaken by the Forestry Commission. No cost to the FRA
Tree removal from Ashford to Doublebois has been carried out by Charlie
Bettinson at no cost to the FRA
Upstream Thinking. This work is contracted by SWW to WRT. 23 farms
have been visited and plans are being drawn up to reduce farm inputs to
water courses.
Gravel introduction to the St Neot. This has been included in the SWW approach to OFWAT for funding.
Gravel cleaning at Bulland and Between Ashford and Doublebois. This will
be undertaken by volunteers when conditions are suitable.
Juvenile surveys. This work has been contracted to WRT by the FRA at a
cost of £5,000. The reports are being prepared and will be available by the
end of December 2013 but a short piece is included in this newsletter by
Giles Rickard.
FRA members have met the local Forestry staff in an attempt to influence
forestry practice. This is particularly relevant in Cardinham Woods. Ladyvale Bridge is a known blocker for upstream migration and plans are being
drawn up by Forestry, SWW and the EA and a budget price of £30,0000
has been discussed. Funding is not currently available.
Netherton and Treverbyn weirs have been surveyed by Fishtek. Netherton is not a problem but work at Treverbyn will be required at a cost of
£5,000
The hatchery programme is being run by Richard Grieve and Justin Ruscombe King at Trafalgar Farm near Boscastle and the plan is to raise
30,000 fry for 2013/14. The total cost to the FRA is between £10,000 and
£11,000

More walkovers on the Fowey
This year Westcountry Rivers Trust and the Fowey Rivers Association were able
to undertake more walkover surveys on the Trenant Stream and the Fowey
River from its source on Bodmin Moor to Draynes Wood.
The Trenant is a beautiful Stream, which is inaccessible along its length due to
private ownership and tricky steep bank sides reducing access except for the
lucky few. The many boulder chutes around Carpuan create beautiful instream features and pools but make undertaking a walkover survey very
difficult.
Surveys on the Fowey resumed at Draynes Wood and have now been undertaken all the way up to the rivers source on Bodmin Moor to complete the upper
section of the Fowey. The river height was extremely low in comparison with
last year’s wet summer but the river was a sight to behold in the sunshine with
abundant flora, and wildlife such as Kingfisher. Potential spawning sites were
recorded along with areas where excessive sand maybe entering the river. The
habitat types such as riffles, glides, pools, chutes, weirs and barriers were also
recorded along with the presence of invasive weeds and sections of heavy
shading/tunnelling from vegetation.
Potential sites for habitat improvement works, such as coppicing, Water Hemlock and Himalayan Balsam removal and fencing have been identified on both
streams so hopefully these can be targeted in the near future to improve fisheries habitat.
Boulder
chute feature
in Carpuan
Woods

Fowey River in
mid-summer

Giles Rickard Westcountry Rivers Trust

Water Hemlock chocking the
main channel.
(It looks just like Cow Parsley
but tolerates extremely wet
conditions)

SOUTH WEST RIVERS ASSOCIATION
This is a summary of our work relevant to the Fowey.
The Government’s Centre for Environmental, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science is
promoting a trial of farming rainbow trout in the sea off South Cornwall. SWRA
is fighting this proposal with its potential for damaging sea lice infestations and
pollution of inshore waters
Several rivers, including the Fowey, have Water Framework Directive programmes funded by Defra to bring them up to the new standard of Good Ecological Status. Those rivers which are best organised and put the most effort in, like
the Fowey, will get the most out.
The Marine Act saw the replacement of the old Sea Fisheries Committees, dominated by commercial interests, by Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities.
All IFCA’s have been told by Defra to review byelaws in their area including those
aimed at protecting salmon and sea trout on migration. We will lobby to keep
them and stop all netting in estuaries where salmon and sea trout is a by catch.
I am part of an Angling Trust/Fish Legal team awaiting a meeting with the new
Fisheries and Sports Ministers to urge them to stop Canoe England claiming a
public right of navigation on all rivers.
We have regular meetings with the Environment Agency, and good relations with
most staff, including the Regional Director. This connection is now more important than ever. It is equally important that individual river associations are also
seen as responsible bodies whose views matter.
Roger Furniss Secretary furniss740@btinternet.com

FRA recommended catch limits
Salmon
1/day; 2/week; 5/season
Sea Trout 4/day;
all sea trout to be returned from 1st September
Salmon season: 1st April to 15th December - all salmon to be returned
before 16th June
Sea trout season: 1st April to 31st August.

Fowey Rivers Association officers
Chairman: Dr Bill Smith
Treasurer: Roger Brake
Secretary: Jon Evans
Polgeel, Polbrock, Washaway, Bodmin PL30 3AN
01208 812447 / 07732 921015 jonrevans@aol.com
Website www.riverfowey.org

Fishnumbers withtrends- 1995 to2012
Vertical axis shows fish numbers in each year
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Environment Agency counter figures can be obtained from
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/130617.aspx

